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A WELL KEPT SECRET 


PETER HACKES: “This is Peter Hacks, Emphasis, the Pentagon, If 
it's worth heing a secret, it*s worthing keeping a secret. Some final 
notes on the U~2 affaires. 


"At thia point only a few details remeis secret in the daring U.S. 
spy cperation, which for nearly four years, until May Day, 1960, gave 
us @ phenomexal look inside Ruséiia--the flights of the U-~2 planes, But 
there was a time, of course, when the whole matter was skassified ‘Top 
Secret,* And to a reporter, whese daily business requires him to be 
a professional snooper, secrets of this sature must remain secret, 


"Back in the Fall of 1937, this reporter began checking out a 
routine story, It had to de with en Air Force utility plane designated 
U-3, I found it was a Cesena 3-~10, twin engine, Light plane which 
carried five passengers, In the course ef work on this story I became 
interested in the 0 designator for utility planes, The U-1 I found 
was a Canadanian plane, the rugged Norseman, a single engine, #ix 
passenger plane which carried 2,000 pounds of ecarge. And U-4 I learned 
was a designator for the Aero-Commander, the twin engine plane which 
President Eisenhower used in flying back en@ forth to Gettysburg on 
weekends, Sut my digging inte the background of the U-2 led up a 
blind alley, I found it was a high altitude research plane built 
by Lockheed, that it was doing some weather research, and that was all, 


"As a conscientious reporter, I dag more deeply, to the poiat 
where an Air Force. sourse, afraid. J wauld.go. too far, told me the full 
story. And therby, fneidentally, ended any hope I might have had of — 
using the U--2 atory. I was told the missin of the U-2 planes, their 
altitude and speed, their method of operation,who was flying them, how 
many we were using, what kinds of information they weee picking up ever 
Russia, and the fact that the space agency, N.A.S.A, was the cover--that 
the pilots were to say they were with NASA weather researchers. I was 
told further that {f ever @ shred of the story appeared, traceabie to me, 
there would be a strong denial, and that my weleome as a reporter in 
the Pentagon might come to au abrupt end, 


“Some time later I found from my same source that another reporter 
an A.P. man had also stumbled onto the U-2 story. Remember, this was 
three years before the story broke. A yuarded check withhinm cofifirméed 
his knowledge, end we both decided then to destroy cur notes, 
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Over the next three years we learsed that as many as six or seven other 
reporters had stuabled onto the same story. From time to time, other 
people pie at parts ef the story, and a few articles even appeared 
here and there, sone of them fully accurate, Thea came May Dey Sunday, 
ef 1960, At the time I was compiliag @ Monitor aewscast. A small news- 
wire item struck my eye, a NASA high eltitude weather research plane was 
down, having left a pase in Turkeye 


*temediately I called the NASA press chief, he checked the story 
and confirmed it, He said that was ell ke knww, We found out later 
that he was telling the truth, that even he was never teld the U-2 
story in advance, Slowly thereafter, of course, one of the best kept 
sdventures in modern espionage was over, and the U-2 secret was o@t, 
Peter Hackes, NBC News, Washington.” 
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